
Family Study Summary       
In 2015, the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and its partners launched PJ Library® in the UK 
to distribute high-quality Jewish children’s books to families with children between the ages of 
six months and eight years, as a monthly gift. Growing from 2,000 subscribers upon launch, 
PJ Library in the UK currently reaches more than 4,000 children and their families living in 112 
different towns. Many families waited more than six months to receive their first book due 
to the popularity of the programme, which outpaced funding capacity.

From December 2016 until January 2017, an outside evaluation firm surveyed PJ Library 
families in the UK to learn more about their home lives and experience with the programme; 
over 650 families responded, a 33% response rate. This, along with further checks for sample 
representativeness, gives us confidence in the reliability of the findings and their illustration of 
the PJ Library subscriber base. The results demonstrate PJ Library’s success in supporting the 
Jewish journeys of thousands of families in the UK.

34%
OF FAMILIES  

LEARNED ABOUT  

THE PROGRAMME 

FROM A FRIEND

89%
OF FAMILIES ARE VERY 

LIKELY TO RECOMMEND 

THE PROGRAMME  

TO OTHERS

PJ Library’s Influence on Families

PJ Library books provide an entry point for kids and 

parents to explore Jewish traditions, culture and values. 

The Jewish-themed conversations in families’ homes grow 

and evolve with the books that come through their doors.

96%
say that PJ Library has 

somehow added value to 
how their family thinks 

about or practises 
Judaism

The PJ Library Experience
Parents told us that their children love the experience of receiving a book in the post 

and how the different resources PJ Library provides help prompt family conversations 

and activities around the books. In follow-up interviews by evaluators, one parent called 

PJ Library “a lifeline” to Jewish life, while another emphasised that “you just don’t find 

Jewish books like this in the shops”. Parents shared that they find the books “thought 

provoking” and appreciate how the books “keep a current of Jewish culture running 

through the house.”

94% of families discuss concepts or values from the books.

4 out of 5 parents read the informational book flaps.

More than two-thirds of families have used PJ Library’s online resources.

“PJ Library 
books have 
enriched my 
daughter’s 
learning about 
her heritage and 
have undoubtedly 
added to the 
pride she  
takes in  
being Jewish.”

Close to half of families read their PJ Library books at least weekly.



PJ Library supports 
families’ engagement in 
Jewish practices at home

21% 39%28%
to make financial 
donations to 
charitable 
causes

to volunteer 
time 
to help 
others

to make some 
other change 
to Jewish 
involvement

PJ Library has influenced to some degree my family’s decision:

Intermarried families

16% of families are from 
intermarried homes  
and were more likely to be 
impacted by the programme 
than in-married families in a 
number of ways.
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Close to half of families reported  

that PJ Library helped their family 

feel connected to a local Jewish 

community. 

The findings demonstrate how the books 

that begin in families’ homes provide a 

gateway to Jewish life through subsequent 

events and engagement programmes with 

local PJ Library partners.  As PJ Library in 

the UK grows, the programme will continue 

to explore how families experience PJ 

Library in their home and at local events. The 

ongoing collection of feedback from parents 

is vital to ensure that PJ Library offers the 

best family experience, giving Jewish 

children in the UK a childhood filled with 

the joys of Judaism.

86%
feel supported in  

adding or building upon 
a Jewish tradition in 

their home

86% of parents said that PJ Library
has been a valuable parenting tool

72% were helped to think about what kind of
Jewish practice they want to have in their home

57% of parents increased their knowledge or
familiarity with Jewish traditions, values and/or 
customs 

The study defines in-married families as those with two Jewish parents and intermarried as 
those with one parent who is Jewish and one who is not.




